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HONORING COLONEL SCOTT 

VANDER HAMM 

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Colonel Scott Vander 
Hamm, commander of the 28th Bomb Wing at 
Ellsworth Air Force Base in South Dakota, for 
his commendable record of service to our 
country. Colonel Vander Hamm is leaving Ells-
worth for a new assignment, but his efforts 
have left a lasting impact on Ellsworth, my 
state of South Dakota, and the security of our 
country. 

Over the course of a career that has seen 
him earn the Distinguished Flying Cross and 
the Bronze Star, Colonel Vander Hamm has 
logged more than 4,200 hours as a pilot, 
which adds up to 167 days in the air. He has 
the flown the B–52, the B–2 and now the B– 
1. He flew a combat mission the first night of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, a mission Col. 
Vander Hamm has referred to as one of his 
most memorable flights. As the 7th Operations 
Group Commander, Colonel Vander Hamm 
also led planes in support of Operation Endur-
ing Freedom, and the expeditionary group he 
commanded flew over 900 combat and com-
bat support missions. 

However, Colonel Vander Hamm describes 
himself as an officer first and an aviator sec-
ond. At Ellsworth, he commanded the largest 
B–1 combat wing in the U.S. Air Force, with 
29 aircraft and more than 4,300 personnel. His 
organizational skills and drive kept that force 
in top shape, ready to respond to a crisis at 
a moment’s notice. 

He’s also a proud family man. His wife Jo-
anna, seven daughters and four sons have all 
helped shape the Colonel into a great leader 
of men and women. The Vander Hamms have 
become an important part of the Ellsworth 
family and their looming absence will be felt 
by the entire base. 

The leadership and diligence shown by 
Colonel Vander Hamm and our nation’s other 
military commanders are second to none. I am 
personally immensely grateful for the values 
and honor that soldiers such as he have in-
stilled in the fabric of our society. And I am 
sure the people of South Dakota and the en-
tire country join me in thanking him for his 
sacrifices in helping keep all of us safe. 

Madam Speaker, it is with enduring pride 
and respect that I rise today in recognition of 
Col. Vander Hamm and his service at Ells-
worth Air Force Base. The state of South Da-
kota will miss him, but we are all fortunate that 
his service to our nation continues. 
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HONORING CHARLIE WINTERS 

HON. RON KLEIN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the memory of Charlie 
Winters. Mr. Winters was an ordinary Florida 
businessman who played an extraordinary role 
in history. 

In 1948, he provided an aircraft to the Jew-
ish armed forces in pre-war Israel for its de-

fense during the Israeli Independence War. 
Had Mr. Winters and other Americans not pro-
vided this assistance at such a critical time, 
Israel may not have survived as an inde-
pendent state and become one of our Nation’s 
staunchest allies. However, Mr. Winters was 
not honored at the time for his heroism. In-
stead, he was arrested and convicted under 
the ‘‘Neutrality Act’’ for his role in Israel’s 
founding. In fact, he was one of a handful of 
Americans convicted and he was the only one 
to serve a prison sentence. 

Mr. Winters was released from prison on 
November 17, 1949 and lived a humble and 
quiet life thereafter in Miami. In 1984, Mr. Win-
ters passed away, and never told his family 
about his story. But, his obituary in the Miami 
Herald was entitled ‘‘Charles Winters, 71, 
Aided Birth of Israel,’’ and noted that he was 
honored by the late Golda Meir, and had 
earned ‘‘a place of distinction among the 
Americans who banded together clandestinely 
at the end of World War II to help Jews estab-
lish a state in Palestine.’’ 

Last year, several of my colleagues and I 
sent a letter to the United States Justice De-
partment, asking for a posthumous pardon for 
Mr. Winters. We are grateful that President 
Bush issued a pardon in December, thereby 
clearing Mr. Winters name and providing com-
fort to his family. 

Today, the Jewish Federation of Palm 
Beach County’s Jewish Community Relations 
Council will be hosting Jimi Winters, the son of 
Charlie Winters, to honor the memory of his 
father. While I regret that I cannot be with 
them today, I join them in their celebration of 
Mr. Winters’ memory. Mr. Winters’ actions 
helped secure the independence of the state 
of Israel, thereby establishing a beacon of de-
mocracy in the Middle East. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
unfortunately Monday night, May 18, 2009, I 
was unable to cast my votes on H. Res. 300, 
S. 386 and H. Res. 442 and wish the record 
to reflect my intentions had I been able to 
vote. 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 267, on 
suspending the rules and passing H. Res. 
300, Congratulating Camp Dudley YMCA of 
Westport, New York, on the occasion of its 
125th anniversary, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for Rollcall No. 268, on 
suspending the Rules and agreeing to the 
Senate Amendments to the House Amend-
ments on S. 386, the Fraud Enforcement and 
Recovery Act, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for Rollcall No. 269, on 
suspending the Rules and passing H. Res. 
442, Recognizing the importance of the Child 
and Adult Care Food Program and its positive 
effect on the lives of low-income children and 
families, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING PRI-
VATE FIRST CLASS (PFC) EU-
GENE F. WOOD FOR RECEIVING 
THE BRONZE STAR MEDAL WITH 
‘‘V’’ DEVICE CITATION FOR HER-
OISM 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker, 
Whereas, PFC Wood was assigned as a ri-

fleman to Company C, 3rd Battalion, 60th In-
fantry Regiment, 9th Infantry Division; and 

Whereas, PFC Wood was involved in a 
combat mission in Vietnam on January 10, 
1968; and 

Whereas, PFC Wood’s company came 
under heavy enemy fire while moving to the 
aid of another company; and 

Whereas, PFC Wood saw a fellow soldier 
fall wounded in an open rice paddy between 
his position and the enemy position; and 

Whereas, PFC Wood completely dis-
regarded his personal safety and immediately 
moved forward to treat his wounded comrade; 
and 

Whereas, PFC Wood sustained multiple 
wounds from automatic weapons fire while at-
tending to his comrade but refused to retreat 
or stop his treatment; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Private First Class Eu-
gene F. Wood on winning the Bronze Star 
with ‘‘V’’ Device for heroism and gallant action. 
We recognize the incredible determination, 
loyalty, courage, and valor he displayed for his 
comrades on that day in January 1968, and all 
the days of his service to the United States 
Army. 

f 

HONORING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF THE OMAHA DISTRICT OF 
THE U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGI-
NEERS 

HON. LEE TERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the establishment of the Omaha District 
of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 75 years 
ago. Since that time, the Omaha District of the 
Corps has performed admirably in a wide 
range of duties, and today manages more 
than a billion dollars worth of civil works, mili-
tary construction, and environmental restora-
tion projects. Members of the Omaha District 
of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers currently 
serve in Afghanistan and Iraq as part of the 
Global War on Terror. 

When the Omaha District was established in 
1934, its initial mission was the construction of 
the Fort Peck Dam in Montana. That project 
was the first of many that resulted in the con-
struction of a total of 6 dams along the main 
stem of the Missouri River that provided nec-
essary jobs during the Great Depression. This 
was just part of the Corps’ efforts to harness 
the mighty Missouri River basin through con-
struction of a vast set of engineering projects 
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